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ere is always a very beautiful 


feast, and in our mission land each 

Christmas is more beautiful than 
the preceding one, for the number of 
Christians is ever increasing. Each year 
there are more of us at the Crib. 


This particular Christmas Eve was a 
specially busy one for the Missionaries at 
Wagadugu as there were two hundred 
and twenty catechumens to be baptized. 
What an impressive sight they were, clad 
in white tunics. Each was questioned in 
turn, and then the Waters of Baptism 
made him one of the True Fold. 


Then the Bishop came, for all the newly 
baptized were to be made strony and per- 
fect Christians also, and a few hours late, 
during Midnight Mass, they received their 
First Holy Communion. It was all so very 
simple, and yet so wonderful! 


Absolutely everybody wanted to be pres- 
ent at Midnight Mass. The church was 
much too small, so Midnight Mass had to 
be celebrated in the open. The steps lead- 
ing to the Bishop’s house were the altar 
steps on Christmas Night, and the altar 
was erected on the verandah. There was 
an immense crowd of worshippers and no 
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less than 1650 received Holy Communion. 


On the outskirts of that great crowd of 
worshippers there was a large number of 
spectators who had come to see what their 
Christian neighbors were doing that night. 


The Missionaries, still happier than they 
were busy, presented their two hundred 
and twenty “Gifts” to the Divine King 
and thanked Him for all the graces He 
And, of 
course, they asked for something too: 
other souls! They prayed that on some 
future Christmas Night many of those 
spectaters might come not only to see but 
to pray and to rejoice with true Christ- 


had showered on these souls. 


mas Joy. 


OUR FRONT COVER 


Mary Anne is happy at the thought 
of Christmas . . . but what about the 
thousands of other little Africans 
who never heard of the birth of our 
Lord! They too have the right to be 
His. Won’t you help the White 
Sisters to bring them to the Divine 
Child by your prayers and a little 
Christmas donation. 
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Christmas is essentially the feast of peace and love. That peace and 
love which alone the Divine Child can give is sadly needed in the world 
today! Christmas brings us back on our knees before the Infant Savior. 
There at the foot of the Manger let us pray for all mankind. Let us remem- 
ber the pagans, Moslems, and infidels, as well as the Communists, of the 


whole world; so that, they may come to know and love Christ. 


Pray also that the thousands of Missionaries, who are working among 
them, may be strengthened and encouraged to carry on their work with 
sustained heroism until the day dawns when from every land arises the hymn 


of adoration and praise to the Infant King of Bethlehem. 


The Missionaries and the souls, whom, with your help, they have 
brought into the Church will ask this peace and happiness for their many 


and generous benefactors whom they will not forget at the crib. 
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Ruauda 


Where Grace is 
like a tempest. 


Paul Klep, W. F. 


The Christians throng around the church and wait their turn to enter. 


HRISTMAS is at hand for our Christians 
“, in Ruanda, in this vast country of Cen- 
tral Africa where “‘grace is like a tem- 
pest, as someone said. 
Only a few days for the divine message to 
be heard on our hilltops, bare, without even a 
plain. 


Angels no longer come down on: earth to 
announce the coming of the Saviour, but Chris- 
tian faith — and faith reigns supreme here — 
recalls the great Mystery, and faith lifts up all 
hearts with joy. 

At Kabgaye Mission, we prepare for the 
feast by making December 21st the day for 
baptisms. 


Catechumens are counted by thousands. Most 
of them have gone through years of intense 
preparation in catechism classes. They have 
had to give daily proof of their sincerity by a 
perfect Christian life. The last few days they 
have been subjected to stiff examinations on 
their religious standing and knowledge. 

How many will they be? 


In the Church, the aspirants to Baptism are 
new lined up in close-packed rows. 1,300 are 
there begging to be admitted to “Life Eternal,” 
to take the vow to renounce Satan, and to 
adhere to Christ forever. 1,300 adults, women 
and men, of noble birth and humble extraction, 
all alike animated with the same great desire. 

The whole morning long, ten priests, five 
deacons administer the sacrament, and pour the 
rejuvenating waters of grace on black foreheads. 
In these Christ is really born. They are now 
“Children of God and of the Church,” they 


now participate in the life of divine grace that 
makes them “one” with all the Christians of 
the earth. 


In the evening, Confirmation makes them 
soldiers of Christ. 


On the morning of the twenty-second all 
receive Holy Communion. 

Many a lip trembles, and eyes are raised 
in faith to the Host, while hands clasped in 
emotion manifest the gratitude of their hearts. 


This is the prelude to Christmas. The God 
of peace gives himself to souls of good will. 

He also gives himself to the little ones. 
About a hundred children make their first com- 
munion this morning. 


Of these 1,300 neophytes, many are fathers 
and mothers. Christians of but one day, they 
now come to have their young children bap- 
tized, offering to God a legion of black angels. 
More fortunate than their parents, scarcely on 
the thresheld of life, they receive the divine 
gift of Grace. 

The mothers have taken out their precious 
charges from the goat-skin they wear on their 
backs and present them to the priests. After a 
mement, they put them back with the tradi- 
tional slow gestures, but with a somewhat new 
gravity; no word to express their thoughts; but 
silence and a new light in the eyes plainly 
reveal that the child has now become very 
precious; he is a Christian and the deep faith 
of the mother gives thanks to God. 


For the missionaries, the work is exhausting. 
The Christians all want to participate in the 
graces of Christmas; to recover or receive with 
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more abundance that divine life brought down 
by the Son of God. 


In Church, numberless penitents — both 
those who live near and those who now trudge 


up and down hill to celebrate Christmas at the 
Mission. 


They have endured one or two days’ march. 
They have sought cover wherever they found 
it — they were ready to face the risk of rain, 
storm and cold nights. Is it not Christmas? 


In the Church preparations of all sorts are 
going on. The crib is being built, to the great 
joy of all. 


Christmas hymns have been in the air for 
many a day, chanting the impatience of all to 
commemorate the anniversary of the great day 
that saw the Word made Flesh. 


The faith of these new-born Christians leads 
them straight to the Eucharist, the same faith 
also brings them around the Crib. 


What an attendance around the joyous 
lighted grotto, a vivid memorial of the mystery 
of Christmas. The crowd is compact and each 
one pushes to be nearer, to see a little better, 
yet all in joyful spirit that must be that of the 
shepherds of Bethlehem. Are not our Banyarou- 


anda shepherds also? The sight of the crib 
simply enchants them. 


From the different outposts, the Christians 
arrive to see the Child Jesus. Presents of every 
nature are brought to Him: money, pearls, 
flowers, anything of value to the native mind 
is given Him as a token of appreciation, and 
love. Jesus little feet disappear under the 
bracelets laid on them. 


A Christian woman from the newly-founded 
mission of Mouyouunzwe has walked six hours 
to bring Jesus her gift: “I have not found a 
little Jesus out there,’ she explained. 


The whole day long, the echoes repeat to 
one another that ‘A child is in the manger 
born,”’ and all hearts bless this birth. 


The hearts of the Christians, yes. But above 
all the hearts of the missionaries, whose thanks- 
giving is more deep and true, since they under- 
stand better the meaning, the far-reaching 
effects of the mystery of the Nativity. 


In the Mission of Ruanda, the divine life of 
grace flows in super-abundance. 


What deep happiness it gives us! It has 
been often said that the missionary life asks 
much of a man. Can any one ever say how 
much it gives in return! 


of converting some hardened pagan. 


It is always to Mary that the Missionaries have recourse when there is question 


A White Father notified us that he had just visited a Catholic’s mother who was 
in danger, but who would not listen to the word of God. “Speak to her of eternity,” he 
recommended, as we left on our errand of charity. 


We found the woman surrounded by Christians who had tried in vain to influence 


| her; and as a last resort were reciting the rosary. We inquired about her health and gave 

her several remedies; then, while treating the ills of her body we began talking about 
her soul. Gladly did she accept our treatment; but for the rest it was useless. At her 
obstinate refusal, we left, promising to bring some medicine later. 


“Let us not insist anymore just now,” we advised the women; “but let us have 
recourse to the Blessed Virgin and ask her to have pity on the soul of our dying woman. 
We shall put some Lourdes water in the medicine we prepare for her. 


The daughter-in-law accompanied us home to get the precious bottle, and took 
charge of giving the medicine to the patient. 


A few hours later, awakening from a light sleep, the pagan woman begged her 
son to go for the priest, as she did not want to die without Baptism. 


During the evening, we returned to see the happy convert and brought her a cross 
and a medal which she accepted most gratefully. The same night her condition became 
worse. Soon afterwards, her soul was in Heaven thanking her divine liberator. 


Incidents of this kind occur frequently and aid much to increase the Christians’ 
trust in their divine Protectress. 
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African Catholic Action Leaders to Meet in Uganda 


The permanent committee for International Con- 
gresses of the Lay Apostolate is presently organizing 
a study-week which will take place in Uganda during 
the week of December 6, 1953. 


olic Action from various localities of 

Uganda and neighboring territories are 
expected to take part in the meetings. The 
problems and opportunities of the Lay Aposto- 
late in the Africa of today will be studied as 
to their dogmatic, moral and ascetical founda- 
tions in the light of papal documents. This 
meeting of delegates from various places will 
make it possible to have an exchange of views 
on the different aspects of the Lay Apostolate. 
Men and women of experience will be able to 
point out the good that can be expected 
from the great international organizations and 
they will also be able to show where these 
organizations can be a possible source of peril. 
Other advantages will be the acquaintance of 
the leaders with one another, and the demon- 
stration to the outside world that there is in 
present-day Africa a noteworthy intellectual 
and social elite. 


Mi THAN A HUNDRED LEADERS of Cath- 


The program now outlined includes con- 
ferences followed by discussions on such sub- 
jects as education, labor, and the family. The 
conferences are to be directed and supervised 


~ by officials who will introduce the themes under 


discussion. 


Two official languages are recognized: 
English and French. In addition to the con- 
ferences, the program includes religious func- 
tions at the opening and closing sessions, and 
a Marian procession climaxing the week. There 
will be folklore entertainments, movies, and a 
special conference on Saint Augustine, African 
Doctor of the Church. Delegates will be in- 
vited to go on pilgrimage to Namugongo, the 
hill-top where Blessed Charles Lwangwa was 
martyred with twenty-one companions in 1886. 
In 1950 the Holy Father proclaimed Blessed 
Charles Patron of African Catholic Action. 

This first Lay Apostolate study-week in Cen- 
tral Africa is intended merely for the leaders of 
Catholic Action. It is not to be a mass demon- 
stration of the Faith nor an All-African Con- 
gress. The Bishops, the Vicars and Prefects 
Apostolic of the area have been asked to send 
as delegates those men and women who are 
their directors of Catholic Action in their local- 
ity. Several Directors from Europe and America 
are expected to attend in order to acquaint 
themselves with Catholic organizations in 
Africa and render mutual help for the com- 
mon good. 


Rome has honored our Congregation in 
appointing Sr. Andre du Sacre Coeur, White 
Sister, as an official delegate under the title of 
an expert in feminine and family questions. 


Bishop Kiwanuka blessing the children of a school in Uganda. 
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The Desert sands are dry. . 
to convert the Moslems?” The Vicar Apostolic of the Sahara gives the answer in this article. 


. the heart of Islam is cold to our religion of love. Some ask, “Is it possible 


Difficulties i in the Sahara 


The Most Bn G. Mercier, 
Vicar Apostolic of Ghardaia 


HE SAHARA MISSION is one of the largest in 
Tine world as regards territory, but in the 

817,000 square miles of its extent the 
population numbers scarcely 800,000 souls. The 
average density of the population is thus less 
than one per square mile. In practise it is pos- 
sible to cover enormous distances without meet- 
ing a single person, for the majority of the 
Arabs who people the Sahara are nomads and 
they are continually on the move in search of 
pasture for their flocks. 


The White Fathers penetrated into the Sahara 
for the first time in 1872. Within ten years six 
missionaries were massacred by the Touaregs, 
three in 1876 and three in 1881. In spite of 
these sad reverses, or perhaps it would be truer 
to say because of them, the mission prospered, 
though progress was slow and the first fifty 
years were extremely arduous. 


During this period the Arabs were continu- 
ally hostile. In the territory of Mzab, for 
example, if an Arab gave a cup of water to a 


missionary he would break the cup afterwards 
because it had been sullied by the lips of a 
Christian. On one occasion when a missionary 
lay prostrate with fever, Arabs tried to burn 
him alive. A few of the desert-dwellers would 
have liked to show more hospitality but they 
were restrained by fear of reprisals on the part 
of their fanatical co-religionists. In such cir- 
cumstances there could be no question of a 
direct, active approach to the Moslems and it 
was even found practical to abandon some of 
the mission stations that had been opened. By 
the end of World War I, the Sahara Mission 
comprised only four mission stations staffed by 
a dozen White Fathers and twenty White 
Sisters. 

The missionaries nevertheless pursued their 
task with great patience. They confined their 
activity almost entirely to opening schools and 
doing whatever works of charity they could, 
and this finally brought results. Grateful at last 
for what the missionaries were doing for them, 
the Arabs ceased to look on them as their 
enemies and the Fathers were able to found 
new and definite mission-stations. 

At the present day there are 12 missionary 
foundations in the Sahara, comprising 26 reli- 
gious houses which are staffed by nearly 50 
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White Fathers and 131 White Sisters. There have been very few 
conversions but at long last the people of the desert are beginning 
to understand what Christian charity really is and the motive for 
it. Thirty years ago they would not allow the missionaries to look 
at their children even; today they are clamoring to have their 
children sent to Catholic schools. This is not conversion, of 
course, far from it. But it is a very definite step in the right 
direction. 


THE WALL OF ISLAM 


In Mohammedanism, which is the religion of the desert 
people, Christianity finds itself up against what is practically 
a stone wall. As in the past, Islam is today proving itself the 
greatest obstacle any false religion or civilization has ever been 
to the propagation of the Gospel. Ever since Christian mission- 
aries, from the Middle Ages to our day, have tried to conquer 
the world for Christ, Mohammedanism has tenaciously and pug- 
naciously opposed them. From Fez to Baghdad and on to India 
a barrier has been set up against Christian infiltration. This 
barrier has not yet been pierced and it has been found necessary 
to go round it to reach the Negro population of Africa and the 
inhabitants of the Far East. 


SOCIAL OSTRACISM 


A combination of reasons accounts for this strong Moslem 
resistance to Christianity. First there is the religious law whereby 
a Moslem who gives up his religion in favor of another faith is 
by that very fact condemned to death. Today, by reason of the 
interest of European powers in Moslem country it is not easy to 
put that law into execution. Instead, another punishment, equally 
dire, is meted out to the guilty one. He becomes an outlaw in 
every sense of the word. His co-religionists turn from him in 
disgust; he is excluded from all family and civil rights (these 
are controlled by the religious law); he is cut off from the 
economic life of his tribe so that all work is refused him and all 
material help withheld from him. The only time a friendly 
interest is taken in him is when he appears to be surrendering to 
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the cajoleries and threats of those who are trying to win him back 
: to observance of the law of the Prophet. In order to practise his 
° % religion in security, the convert from Mohammedanism must 
urch in the Sahara; leave his home and his country forever. 

The profound and cruel fanaticism of the followers of the 
Prophet comes from pride. The Moslem is intensely proud of 
the fact that he is a member of a chosen people of nearly 400 
millions, the only people in the world to whom God has prom- 
ised salvation (such is their belief) and who are therefore assured 
of eternal felicity. Coupled with this he has an utter contempt 
for those who are not of his religion. For him, the law of 
solidarity is limited, by Divine Command, to the only man who 
can really merit being called his brother, a fellow Moslem. A 
soul so deeply impregnated with such beliefs becomes unbeliev- 
ably hard and impervious. 


PAST GLORIES 


Then again, the Moslem Arab is a strong traditionalist and the 
memories of the past glories of his race are ever strong within 
him. He cannot forget that he belongs to a great military power 
that at one time imposed itself on three different continents. He 
is conscious of the fact (according to him) that he belongs to a 
superior civilization, not perhaps superior from a material and 
technical point of view but certainly in regard to literature and 
art and social life. 


The severity of the religious law concerning apostates, the 
fanatical pride and inherent traditionalism of Moslems, these 
constitute the huge obstacle to the spread of the Faith among 
those who follow the law of the Prophet and they explain why, 
in the Sahara and in other Moslem countries, the development of 
missionary enterprise has noi been followed by a proportionate 
number of conversions to Christianity. In view of this we might 
ask, ‘Is it possible at all to convert the Moslems?” The answer is 
most definitely YES! 

The Moslems, in rejecting Christ, deny also the supreme law 
of universal love. ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy 
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whole heart and with thy whole soul and with 
thy whole mind and with thy whole strength, 
and thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
The parable of the Good Samaritan illustrates 
this law and St. Paul explains it when he says, 
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither bond 
nor free, neither male nor female. For you are 
all one in Christ Jesus.” Yet of this great uni- 
versality of all men, ‘‘one in Christ,’ the Mos- 
lems have no inkling. Thus the great revela- 
tion that must be brought to them is that we 
must all love God and love our neighbor as 
ourselves, without distinction of race, belief or 
culture. 


FOUNDATION OF LOVE 


As soon as a group of Moslems comprehend 
the essential goodness of the doctrine of charity, 
a principle is established for the complete edu- 
cation of the individual. Consequently it in- 
fluences Mohammedanism in a district as a 
whole, raising it socially, civilizing it, bringing 
it into contact with the Christian world with 
which it coexists without understanding it. 
Patiently, prudently and progressively the mis- 
sionaries, on this foundation of the love of God 
and our neighbor, are undertaking the reeduca- 
tion of the intelligence, the will and the way 
of living of the children confided to their care 
in the schools. And while trying to form good 
qualities of cleanliness, purity and conscien- 
tiousness in work, in the children they also con- 
tact the families for the purpose of raising the 
standards of material life. These are shown 
how this can be done through hygiene, order- 
liness and even a little financial budgeting for 
a rainy day. No attempt is made to work with 
the children independently of their parents and 
this policy has had remarkable results. The 
parents see that the children are receiving some- 
thing which they themselves cannot give and 
often the priests and sisters are told: ‘Take my 
child, he is your son, do as you think best.” 


KNOWLEDGE OF ARABIC ESSENTIAL 


Before ending this survey of the Sahara Mis- 
sion there are two special points to be con- 
sidered. The first task of the young missionary 
who goes to the Sahara is to learn the Arabic 
language, for a thorough knowledge of it is 
necessary if his work is to be effective. In 
reality the study of two languages is involved, 
namely the classical Arabic of literature and the 
spoken language. And in many mission stations 
the missionary will have to learn the Berber 
tongue as well. These languages are totally 


different from any European one and a prodi- 
gious amount of memory work is required in 
order to master them. The White Fathers have 
a house of studies in Tunis where young priests 
do a three-year course in languages and Islam- 
ology.’’ Ten years is considered a normal period 
in which to acquire an elementary proficiency 
in these matters. All his life the missionary will 
have to maintain a continued effort in these 
studies. The White Sisters do a course in their 
own house in Tunis and afterwards, for the rest 
of their lives, they are obliged by their rule to 
do one hour's study ef the language each eve- 
ning after the hard day’s work is done. 


OTHER DIFFICULTIES 


A final point to note is the extreme poverty 
that reigns everywhere in the Sahara, and the 
special circumstances of life there that add to 
the missionary’s difficulties. In the different 
oases we find two groups of people who are 
practically destitute, viz. those who were for- 
merly slaves, and those nomads who have lost 
their flocks. The ever-present possibility of 
drought in an already over-parched land, the 
prevalence of the hot sirocco and the constant 
danger from locusts, make all gardens and the 
date crops very precarious sources of livelihood. 
Commercial goods are double the normal price 
because of the high costs of transportation to 
these parts. Traveling involves great expense as 
well as danger on account of the enormous dis- 
tances to be covered. Then there is the question 
of health, and this is always a serious problem 
for those who live in the Sahara Desert. 


HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 


It has been said that the Cross will never 
replace the Crescent over the Sahara. However, 
great progress has been made, and today the 
Catholic missionary is no longer despised and 
looked upon as an enemy. The grace of God 
and human endeavors will eventually work the 
long-awaited miracle in the hearts of these 
peoples. 


Once more the Holy Spirit whispers to his 
faithful and patient laborers of the Sahara these 
words of the prophet Isaias: I will open rivers 
in the high hills and fountains in the midst of 
the plains; I will turn the desert into pools of 
waters, and the impassable land into streams 
of waters. 


May the sacrifice of Charles de Foucauld, the 
Hermit of the Sahara, hasten this day and make 
the desert sands resplendent with the Light 
of Faith. 
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Nwaka, now Maria. 


te ANSOM . ? Why mention it? Has 
R not slavery been abolished from the 
face of the earth?’ This question was 

put to me by a man convinced he was right. 


In spite of all that has been done, I will 
positively state that slavery although abolished 
officially, still exists on a large scale and openly 
in certain parts of Africa. Discretion forbids my 
giving names. I do not intend to speak of 
slavery in its worst form. 

But even where very wise legislation has been 
enacted in order to prevent the cruel and dis- 
astrous consequences of such conditions, the 
young girl’s state of life remains nearly as bad 
as in the days of slavery. 

A few years ago, a Missionary tells me, an 
old pagan and his family came and settled in 
our Christian village. Some second or third 
cousin of his had left him an old decayed hut, 
a mattock, and axe, a bow and arrows, and his 
own name: all things sacred for a pagan and 
which cannot be refused. So he had come to 
take possession of his legacy. 

This old man has a daughter, named Mwaka, 
who was about ten years of age. Intelligent 
and serious, she was admitted to school and 
soon conquered the first rank. After five years 
of attendance at the Mission, she had not yet 
been baptized, her father having promised her 
in marriage, years before, to some acquaintance 
of his in his former village. The suitor would 
soon come and claim her as his own. 


Mwaka Seeks Protection 


One day, Mwaka came to me. “Father,” said 


SLAVERY 


It Still Exists in Africa 


By a Veteran Missionary 


she, “I come to ask for protection. To tell the 
truth, I am ashamed to remain pagan in the 
very village of the Mission. One must not be 
a child of the devil when so near God’s house. 
I want to become a Christian like my girl 
friends. But my father will not consent. His 
answer is always the same: ‘Daughter, how 
many times have I told you that I promised you 
to a friend of mine. What I got in return has 
long since been eaten up. You shall be the 
wife of the man who paid the dowry.’ ” 


As soon as the old pagan felt his daughter 
slipping away from him, off he went, with 
lance, bow and arrows, to warn his future son- 
in-law and talk the matter over with him. The 
outcome of the parley became evident, eight or 
ten days later, when the two friends were seen 
entering the village with a fine ox in tow for 
the wedding banquet. 


At the sight of them, Mwaka realized at once 
that they meant to take her away by force. She 
rushed to the Mission to tell me of her fears. 
“The old regime is over,” I assured her, “and 
the Mission village shall not be turned into a 
slave market. You are free and no one can go 
against your will, not even your father.” 


The suitor was not easily convinced. ‘“The 
payment of a dowry for a girl when she was 
still a child was all wrong,” I warned him. 
‘Now that she is old enough to choose for her- 
self, she declares the contract to be null and 
void, and it is her right to do so. Moreover, 
she intends to become a Christian, and cannot 
therefore marry a pagan polygamist. The best 
you can do is to get your money back and 
return to your village.” 


“I shall appeal to the Government,” he re- 
torted, “and we shall see if I cannot marry a 
woman whose dowry I have paid.” 


And so he did. I was accused of trying to 
revent the marriage of a man with a woman 
eaten to him. With due explanations, the 
lawsuit was easily won by the Mission. Mwaka 
herself explained my compromise to the judge: 
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the father being old and penniless, we will 
remit to the claimant the sum he paid for the 
girl. 

Mwaka firmly stood her ground before the 
judge. She declared that, having been sold 
when still a child, she would not admit the 
validity of the contract made by her father. 
Moreover, wishing to receive baptism, she 
could not consent to marry a pagan polygamist. 

The judge decided in her favor, handed her 
a “‘certificate’”’ of freedom and sent her back to 
the mission. At the same time a special mes- 
senger was sent to inform me that the young 
girl's ransom would cost me $20. 


A Trap Is Set 


Mwaka left the court-room overwhelmed 
with joy. Poor girl, she didn’t know what was 
awaiting her at home . . . undaunted, the two 
old pagans had resolved to outwit her. The 
trap was set. 

Her father, to whom the suitor had just 
promised a cow as additional dowry, greeted 
her with the announcement: “The European 
judge has set you free, but you shall be free 
only on payment of the ransom. That is not 
my personal opinion, it’s the law! Until then, 
you must remain with the man who paid for 
you. I leave you with him; I shall be back with 
the money in a few days.” 


A clever plot! In spite of her tears and 
cries, Mwaka was dragged away. For weeks 
and months, not a word reached us either from 
the girl or her father, still less from the suitor. 
Kept in captivity far from our village, Mwaka 
finally succeeded in informing us of her 
whereabouts. 


Liberated At Last 


When told what had happened, the judge, 
a kind and honest man, was indignant at such 
audacity. He immediately dispatched a police- 
man with orders to bring back, within 24 
hours, both the kidnapper and his victim. 
Unscrupulous fellow, the policeman accepted 
a generous bribe from the suitor, and, on his 
return, reported that Mwaka was very ill, ill 
beyond hopes of recovery, that she was prob- 
ably dead and buried by then; so it was of no 
use to bother about her any longer. 

Such news seemed strange to the judge. Six 
men were sent with a hammock to bring back 
the sick girl. Two days later, the six men 
returned with their charge. The judge left the 
courtroom to see for himself. Imagine his sur- 
prise. The young girl was well and smiling 
with joy at her liberators. She then narrated, 
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in a few words, what had happened since 
the trial. 


Needless to say that the suitor and the police- 
man were both given a taste of chain and 
prison. At last Mwaka could come to the Mis- 
sion to stay, with the prospect of being happily 
married, some day, to a good Christian of her 
own choice. 

Another case history. Akaana, one of our 
most promising catechumens, had not been 
seen for months. One day, coming across a soli- 
tary village in the very heart of the forest, I 
was greatly surprised to hear a woman's voice 
shouting my name as though calling for help. 

I hastened towards the hut from which the 
call had come. And there I found Akaana kept 
in captivity by an old polygamist sorcerer who 
had, long ago, bought her from her father. 
The missionaries do not go out that way very 
often, so my visit was not expected. Had it 
not been for the rifle I happened to have with 
me that day, the reception would surely have 
been inhospitable, to say the least . . . 

I tried to argue with the sorcerer, while the 
girl, all in tears, cried her will to return to the 
mission and become a Christian. Finally he 
told me that he will let the girl go if the money 
he paid is refunded, because the girl was 
unmanageable. I had not about me enough 
money to satisfy the cupidity of the would-be 
husband. I promised to send for the girl as 
soon as I went back to the mission. 

My two-weeks’ tour over, I sent a trust- 
worthy man to the forest village to redeem 
Akaana. No trace of the girl could be found. 
No one in the village would say what had hap- 
pened to her. It was only a long time after that 
I heard of her fate. 


Young Martyr 


Twice the poor child had tried to escape, 
but the people of the village had brought her 
back to her jailer each time. Then, one day, 
the sorcerer had killed her with his lance 
because she stubbornly refused to enter into 
his harem. 

And so Akaana died, murdered because of 
her love for virtue and because of her desire 
to become a Christian. 


Large mission stations have to deal with such 
cases every day. To free the girls from their 
pagan masters, the missionaries must refund the 
dowry paid in advance to unscrupulous fathers. 
But, far from the mission or when the mis- 
sionaries are short of funds, many young girls 
are thus kept captive and deprived of the bene- 
fits of conversion. 
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ad Happy Return Our Lady Shows Her Power 


JIjl — A LARGE VILLAGE on the shore of 

U Lake Tanganyika in Central Africa, with 

seven thousand Moslems. At first sight 

and from a distance it leoks pretty, whether in 

the brilliant sunshine or the softer light of the 

moon, with its waving palm trees and the deep 
blue waters of the majestic lake. 

But go into the streets; look at the women 
veiled in black, at the men in spotless gan- 
dourahs; try to get into conversation with them, 
and you will realize that a hidden power reigns. 
This is the kingdom of Islam. The followers 
of the Prophet cling steadfastly to their faith 
and customs and are eager proselytisers. They 
try to catch our catechumens and newly-bap- 
tised Catholics by offering them food, houses, 
clothing and wives, if only they will become 
Moslems. It is not surprising then, that some 
fall away from the Faith and follow Moham- 
med. The White Sisters know it only too well. 
The hospital, dispensary and maternity home 
we have there could tell many a tale of the 
mercy and patience of Our Lord. Here is one 
of the many experiences I had during my thir- 
teen years at Ujiji. 

One of our Catholics, Joseph by name, left 
his mountain home and came down to Ujiji to 
earn money. Once in the town, he abandoned 


the Christian faith, deserted his wife and 
turned Moslem. For many years, he was a daily 
worshipper at the mosque and a faithful ob- 
server of the Moslem fast every year. What is 
more, he became something of a witch-doctor, 
deceiving, seducing, duping all those who had 
recourse to him. The day came, however, when 
he was deceived himself. Somebody gave him 
poison. 

To administer poison is the usual way of 
taking revenge in Ujiji, an easy way that is 
seldom punished, at least in this world. The 
customary procedure is to invite the person you 
want to get rid of to a meal or a beer-party. 
Before the meal, you put a tiny bit of poison 
under the nail of one of your fingers. Then, 
as the meal proceeds, you skilfully drop the 
poison onto the morsel your guest is about to 
take — the custom of eating from the same 
dish facilitates this — or into the glass of beer 
you offer him. The poison is dosed according 
to the way you desire the person to die, quickly, 
or in a few days, or after some months, or to 


become mad or paralysed for the rest of his or 
her life. 


Joseph’s dose was enough to send him to the 
grave very quickly. He felt very sick during the 
night and at once realized, by the kind of pain, 
that he had been poisoned and would probably 


The father of these boys, a good 


Catholic, works with the Sisters in the 
printing-press at Ujiji. The eldest boy 
is named Gebra Mikaeli, in order, 
said his father, that he might have the 
courage of Blessed Gebra Michael, an 
Abyssinian priest and martyr. The 
second is called Makabe, so that he 
would have seven holy people in 
Heaven to pray for him. The third 
one’s name is more prosaic; he is 
Lamberti, having been baptised by a 
young White Father who was glad to 
give his name to a little African. 
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but his rosary was rolled around his wrist. 


MAU MAU would kill him. 


but not my soul,” he said. 


Wore Martyre ta Keuga 


Just as the magazine was going to press we heard that the family of Gemma, who 
attends one of our schools in Kenya was massacred. Her father and mother and five 
brothers and sisters were captured by the MAU MAU, slashed and burnt to death, 
because they would not renounce their Faith. 


Another letter spoke of the death of a heroic member of the Legion of Mary. 
Mariano was seized by the MAU MAU and had to choose between apostasy and a cruel 


death. He chose death. His body, found in the river a few days later, was all lacerated, 


Mariano had mentioned at a reunion of the Legion of Mary that he knew the 


“Il am willing to die for Christ. They will kill my body, 


Please continue to pray for these Christians that they may all have the courage 
to suffer for their FAITH rather than apostatize. 


A HAPPY RETURN 
{Concluded } 


die. He became very excited, crying out, “I 
want a priest . . . Go to the Mission and call a 
priest for me.’ His shouts caused a crowd to 
gather round him, but no one moved to go for 
a priest. Even if it is his best friend who is 
dying, a Moslem will not call a priest until after 
his death. Joseph's long acquaintance with 
Islamism left him no doubt about that, but he 
went on crying out. At last someone in the 
crowd did move and went to the Mission. He 
knecked at the door of an African priest who 
was a professor at the Junior Seminary. Father 
Mikaeli did not lose a minute to go down to the 
village, where he found Joseph still crying 
desperately, ‘I want a priest,” for he was un- 
aware that someone had gone to the Mission. 

As soon as he saw the priest, he became 
calm, and said, ‘Father, please take me to the 
Mission, to the Sisters’ Hospital.’ At once, 
Father Mikaeli looked for a hammock and 
bearers, and they went up to the hospital. It 
was about midnight. Then, in a little room 
just above the chapel, the priest and the old 
sinner were left alone and Joseph made his 
peace with God, received Holy Viaticum and 
was anointed. 
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Early next morning I went to see him. He 
was calm, very peaceful, even joyful. ‘‘Sister, 
what a day! How happy I am!” he exclaimed 
as I entered. “I know today is my last day on 
earth .. . I am going to God. I am not at all 
afraid, Our Lord came to me during the night. 
He has forgiven me all. What a day!” Then 
he went on, “Sister, do you know why such a 
grace has been given me after such a life? You 
know something of it, don’t you?” “I do,” I 
replied. “Well, every day I went with the 
others to the mosque for the Moslem prayer, 
but I never said a word of it. While the others 
said their prayers, I said the Hail Mary. Our 
Lady has saved me. She is waiting for me now.” 

That night he died and went to the Mother 
who had shown her power and saved him, 
forever. There must have been great joy in 
heaven over this sinner. There was great joy 
cen earth, too, among the Missionaries who were 
witnesses of this death-bed conversion. Has not 
our founder Cardinal Lavigerie, said that we 
must lead our Africans from fall to fall until 
we get them to the gates of Paradise? 

I know others living as Joseph lived, but I 
do not know if they say the Hail Mary every 
day. It is more likely that they do not. Cannot 
we say it for them? 

Sister Martha Mary 
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THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM IS NOT IN THIS 
AFRICAN CAVE 


Would you not like to help bring HIM 


there as well as to the many other such caves? 


You can do so by sending an offering to: 


THE WHITE SISTERS 
319 Middlesex Avenue 
Metuchen, N. J. 
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